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Who needs affordable housing?

• Many elderly and people with disabilities

• Cashiers, cooks, janitors, bakers, sales clerks, 
child care workers, home health aides

• School bus drivers, stylists, preschool 
teachers, school associates, research 
assistants and others

The Iowa City metro area needs people who 
need affordable housing! 



Rental Vacancy Rates
Within 1 mile of downtown Iowa City

# Bedrooms 2011 Vacancy Rate

1-Bedroom 1.30%

2-Bedroom 2.20%

3-Bedroom 1.70%

4-Bedroom 0.01%

Overall Average 1.30%



A household of 3 earning $21,400, 

(30% of the Median Income) can 

afford a monthly rent of no more than 

$535

The Fair Market Rent (FY12) for a two 

bedroom unit is

$746



A minimum wage earner 

(earning $7.25 per hour)

must work 86 hours per week to afford 

a two-bedroom unit at Iowa City’s Fair 

Market Rent ($746).



Federal Funds:
Community Development 

Block Grant, HOME & 

ICHA

City of Iowa City
Population 69,000

Acquisition (rental/owner occupied)

New Construction

Rehabilitation

Down-payment assistance

Rent assistance



The Peninsula Neighborhood 

Rental Housing

Owner-occupied Housing



Affordable Rental Housing

MECCA Transitional Housing

The Housing Fellowship – Rental 

Housing



Affordable Housing that is not assisted 

or subsidized by the City of Iowa City
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• Increasing demand for workforce housing

• Low rental vacancy rates

• Escalating home prices

• NIMBY

• Negative perceptions of affordable housing 

and who needs the housing



Where should subsidized housing be?

Council’s goals/concerns discussed Nov. 10, 2010

1. “We do not want to further burden neighborhoods 

and elementary schools that already have issues 

related to concentrations of poverty, and”

2. “We need to have a better idea of the Iowa City 

Community School District views on the affordable 

housing issue, and”

3. “There is a desire to have diverse neighborhoods in 

terms of a range of income levels.”



Multiple Spatial Criteria

1. Distance to existing subsidized housing locations 

2. Elementary school mobility

3. Elementary school academic performance

4. Elementary school free and reduced lunch rate

5. Crime density  

6. Median household income  

7. Change in residential sale prices



Aggregated by 

City Assessor-

defined 

neighborhoods



Aggregated by 

Census tract



Aggregated by 

crimes within 

500 feet



Aggregated by 

elementary 

school catchment 

area



Aggregated by 

elementary 

school catchment 

area



Aggregated by 

elementary 

school catchment 

area





x40 distance to existing assisted rental housing

x20 elementary school mobility rate

x10 median household income

x10 change in residential sale prices

x10 crime density

x  5 elementary school ITBS performance

x  5 elementary school free & reduced lunch rate

100

Weighting data

Analysis of Data
(Continued)



Model operations



Analysis of Data

1. Create grid (i.e., raster)

2. Standardize data (linear 
transformation

Percent = 0-100%

Distances = 0-10,000ft

Crime = 0-800 within 500ft

0 to 1.0 =           (x – minimum cell value in dataset)

(maximum cell value – minimum cell value)

0.0      1.0

unsuitable      suitable location



MobilityCrime Income + 4 other criteria = Composite

4. Combining all variables

Analysis of Data
(Continued)















25 distance to assisted housing

15 mobility rate

9 household income

4 residential sale prices

15 crime density

10 ITBS performance

12 free & reduced lunch rate

90 Total

23 distance to assisted housing

10 mobility rate

8 household income

2 residential sale prices

8 crime density

8 ITBS performance

9 free & reduced lunch rate

68 Total

Threshold Score = 71





Lessons Learned

1. City council’s broad goals with regards to 
concentration of poverty can be incorporated 
in a GIS-based model. 

2. Possible to combine multiple characteristics 
of neighborhood diversity into a single
measure of location suitability. 

3. GIS can provide a more objective lens to 
compare properties equally across 
communities. 





Questions / 

Comments

Jeff Davidson

Planning Director

City of Iowa City

Jeff-Davidson@iowa-city.org

Steve Long

Community Dev. 

City of Iowa City

Steve-Long@iowa-city.org

319.356.5250

Kris Ackerson

MPO of Johnson Co.

Kris-Ackerson@iowa-city.org

319.356.5247


